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Heraclitus Ridens : 
A T 
A Dialogue between Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times. 








Dat veniam Corvis, vexat cenfura Columbas. 


Proverb’d in Englifh Profe thus : 


Some man had better fteal an Horfe than another look over the Hedg: Or, Ask my 
Fellow whether lamaThief: Or, Intereft cannot lic. 


In Meter thus. 


Where Power and Fattion bear the Sway 
Each Dog is fure to have his Day. 
When Loyalty once becomes a Crime 
No Saint a Ladder wants to climb. 
The Devout Cheat turns Wrong to Right, 
Makes Turtles Black and Ravens White. 
—Tell me, ye men of Bedlam, would you grudg 
To put your lives at Stake, 
Or wouldit make your hearts to ake 


If Oliver’s Wife Porter were your Fudg 2 


ge OOO 
— 





Curlvay, Movember the 29. 168r. 





Felt. Ood' morrow Brother Earneff, how 
think you of Affairs now ? 

(S Earn. I was jult now thinking of 

Mr. Osborn’s words , That there is a 

great deal of wifdom in the Proverbs of every 

Country, and among the reft I had a particular re- 


{pect to the old Rhime. 


He that once a good name gets, 


Mzy pifs abed and fay he fweats. 


I have for along time been of opinion, that over- 
turning the Government, putting a Force upon the 
King, @c, were Treafon ; and that if any man 
could be proved by but two credible Witnefles, to 
have had defligns tending that way, he might at 
leaft be put upon his Trial by his Peers; but be- 
like 1 was out, or elfe fome-body has met with good 
Friends. 

Jet. Now you thew your Envy , becaufe this 
Patriot is declared before all the world and to the 








fatisfaction of all true Proteftants , to be clear of 
what was charged upon him. 

Earn. Troth Brother you are miftaken through 
and through, you know Iam never envious at the 
Acquittal of any honeft man; and for the inno- 
cence of the perfon you mean, as I cannot under- 
take for it,fo neither has this Iznoramus Declaration, 
as youcall it, convine’d or contri outed any thing 
towards the Conviction of any fober man from 
the fufpicions he had before Thurfday laft. The 
wafhing of a Black-a- moor ‘white may for ever be 
the Hicroglyphick of the Labour in vain. 

Feft. Soft and fair s if the Declaration of a 
Grand-Jury, after ftri& examination made, and 
due deliberation had, cannot convince the world 
of the guiltlefnefs of any man, what can? 

Earn, Nothing can but a Trial by his Peers that 
I know of. What though a certain number of men 
Ordain'd, or according to late Expofitors, Difpofed 
to underftand a matter one way, be of this opinions 
if it be cafier to tind a greater number of men every 
way 





way as honeft and confiderable, and, which is more 
thanall, petfectly unbiafs’d and confequently the 
moft competent Judges, who (hall determine ano- 
ther way, howcver.the Law. may fometimes turn 
the Scale, yet thestindsof men will till remain in 
equitibrio, and they" fufpend their judgments till 
true arguments put a force upon them. 

Feft. Youare {fo ferious now, Wie teil you a_fto- 
ry, which though it be de trivio fumpta, yet pertiaps 
tooks like what you would be at. My old friend 
Scoggin and his friend Ramus purpoting, to put a 
trick upon an Irifti Drover, ashe was bringing his 
Sheep to Lendon, Scoggin bids Ramus come on ata 
diftance, whillt he goes to the Drover and asks the 
price of his Hogs 3 the Drover told him they were 
Shecp, which Scoggin denied, and laying a wager 
upon it, the poor Fellow would be tricd by the 
ncxt man that patt by , who according to appoint- 
ment was Ramus. The Quefiion being put, Argu- 
ments heard, and due deliberation had, Ramus, 
partly becaufe he was an Irifh-man , and partly for 
another reafon, gave it Cn Scoggins fide, and the 
Jrith-man_ was caft- according to his bargain, which 
was Lawto him, and he departed (as the Story 
fays) marvelling at the judgment which was given 
againft him. 

Earn, And marvelhe might well, not knowing 
the reafons had againit his Evidence. But now 
we talk of Evidence, prethee what will become of 
our Indi@ment? 

Feit. Never fear now, if fuch great ones {cape 
the hands of Juftice , we fhall flip through its fin- 
2CNS. 
ss Earn. You don’t underftand your own cafe. Our 
Bil! is found already without Evidence, 

Fett. How can that be ? are not we Englifh- 
men? 

Earn. Ycs that we are: but don’t you remem- 
ber an cld Cuckoldly Roman (and from them the 
Whigs love to take examples, becaufe *twas a 
Ceommenwealth ) that ufed to fay to men that 
came to his Wife about bulinefs, I don’t fhut my 
eyes for every body. Alas man! Jgnoramus is not 
every honeft man’s lot. 

Jet. Well, no man can make defence till he 
know what his Charge is , What are we Indicted 
for? 

Earn. Twill be too long I fear to tell you all, 
but firlt, ‘‘ That not having the fear of God before 
“our cyes, but being moved and feduced by the 
“inftigation of the Devil, and telonioufly and 
“ malicioully contriving and intending to difturb 
“ the Peaceand common Tranquility of this Realm 
“of England, and to raife and move diffentions 
“and Differences between the Proteftant Subjects 
“ of our Lord the King, and to fupprefs 

Jef. For Gods fake before you go any further 
aniwer me two Quettions; Will they Swear all 
this ? or isit only formality ? 

Earn. Meer tormality! and fo is Furatores {aper 
S.acramentum fuum., though if thefe formalities 
were now and then attended co, it might be bet- 
tex. But tocome to the matter. V'le give you only 


one or two Articles, the firft contains be fitie, fzlfe, 
malitiofe & feandalofe. fententie , fequentes, viz 
Fet. “But what is the prefert Grievance ? Earn, 
“@Q chey are under a deep affli@ion , and all in 
* mourning for the death of the Lady Arbitrary, 
“and make the faddeft lamentation that ever you 
“heard, becaufe they muft be governed by Laws, 
“ and live under Laws, and be obedient to Laws. 


-“ All the ten Perfecutions were but a flea-biting in 


** comparifon of this fubje@tion to Laws. 

Jet. And this, you fay, is the firft Article. Me- 
thinks any man might have faid all this without the 
help of the Devil. Pray let’s hear the next. 

Earn. The next contains again he fidt. falf. wea® 
litiof. & feandalof. fentent. viz. —‘ Feft. 1 thought 
*< there was fomething imitasthe fellow {aid when 
“he drank. the pe Jack-Pudding would 
“never have fuch a crowd about him if it were 
“not that he is fo exquifite in the art of Gerning 
‘* and Antick. But to the work of the day. Earn. 
“Ay, come, what fay Captain Elephants Troo- 
“ pers and the A/derfgate Voluntiers, now they are 
“Disbanded ? Fe. Why they Jook too. Earn. 
“*How do they look? eft. Like St. George on 
** Foot-back. 

Fet. Is there any thing in this againft the Kings 
Crown and Dignity? __ 

Earn. O Sir, this is the worft of the two. For 
firft the Houfewifry of the Nation is refle&ed upon 
through the fides of the Difh-clout. Then here is 
Jack-Pudding expofed, who (though they have of 
late had more gawdy Shews) is yet the ftanding en- 
tertainment of the Kings Subjects in Weft-Smith- 
field, a place never to be forgotten for Queen Mary's 
fake. Next the grave Band of Citizens that went 
to Oxford to make a fhow are {aid to Jook amifs, 
which is an affront to the Kings meaneft Subje@: 
and laft of all St: George the Tutelar Saint of the 
Nation is difmounted, which muft needs give great 
encouragement to St. Denys and the French King. 
In the whole there is this gradation, firft the good 
Women , then the half-witted men that entertain 
and are entertained in Smithfield, next the Sober 
Party, and Jaft of all (God blefs us} our own Saint 
George, areaffronted. And what honeft men could 
pafs by fuch wrongs, when they had power to right 
the feveral Parties ? 

Feft. Well you may talk what you pleafe. If 
this be the worft, my fright’s over. This is like the 
Action of Battery, where. the Plaintiff fers forth 
her being affaulted with Cannons, Piftols, Swords 
and Pins, and at aft proves nothing but that the 
was prick’d. 

Earn. O fie, O fie, you muft not compare a 
number of grave Whigs to a Woman with a Pin 
in her breech: this may be matter for a fecond In- 
diétment. 

Fet. That’s true; then let’s make an end of 
one hirft. Pray go on. 

Earn. No, Ihave ftaid too long, and the next 
Article isfomewhat tedious, therefore we’l let it 
alone till another opportunity. 
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